VOLUME 44, NUMBER 5

PAW:-PRINTS

MAY 2026

Newsletter of the Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates

Docent /Member Calendar

BAG LUNCH MINI-INSERVICE:
Bag Lunch is on hiatus indefinitely.

ECNCA Board Meetings

ECNCA Board Meetings are held on

the second Wednesday of the month at
7 pm via zoom. If you are interested in
joining a meeting, please send an email
to eatonmember@gmail.com at least

2 days prior to the meeting.

Public Calendar

B Pasadena Audubon Society

For meeting info see their website:
www.pasadenaaudubon.org

B California Native Plant Society
For meeting info see their website:
WWW.Chps-sgm.org

B Pasadena Group Sierra Club
For meeting info see their website:
www.sierraclub.org/angeles/pasadena

B We Explore Earth
For meeting info see their website:
https://weexploreearth.com/

Paw Prints Production

Editor: Amanda Getty

Graphic Designer: Diana Gonzalez
Contributors: Elaine Brown,
Lindsay Bremner

Paw Prints is a monthly publication
of the ECNCA. The deadline for sub-
missions to the June 2026 issue is
May 20, 2026. Send submissions to
ajgetty@gmail.com.

Matilija poppies in bloom at the canyon.

PARK IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Photo: Tom Mills

NATURALIST'S NOTEBOOK
A New Insect from Eaton Canyon!

by MICKEY LONG

It’s a Jerusalem Cricket and it’s been here a long time, but it has just been
published as a unique species known only from the Eaton Canyon watershed.
Our local Jerusalem Crickets are in the genus Ammopelmatus in the insect order
Orthoptera (Grasshoppers, Crickets, and Katydids), and the newly named one is
Ammopelmatus eatoncanyon. A recent paper in Zootaxa (over 775 pages long)
includes details on all U.S. and Mexico species in the genus. The study names
105 new species of Ammopelmatus! | was unable to access the full paper but
drew from the abstract.*

Many species seem to be found in small, isolated populations and are repro-
ductively separated, in part, by the unique “calling song drumming” they do
with their abdomens against the bottoms of their burrows and against the open
ground. Jerusalem Crickets live in the soil and are most commonly found roam-
ing after rains. I've found most of mine by turning rocks and logs. Their food
includes mostly roots and tubers and they are often called “potato bugs” or
“Ninas de la Tierra” (children of the earth). Up to 2 inches long and weighing up
to 2 grams, the largest ones are the heaviest insects in California. continued on page 2
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Continued from page T Using iNaturalist, there are currently 19 observations of
| learned of the new name while scanning iNaturalist obser-  A. mahogani and 10 observations of A. eatoncanyon in the
vations for Eaton Canyon and doing identification checks. Natural Area and vicinity.
Our own Tom Mills provided a nice photo of the new species. Discoveries and changes are occurring all around us, even
Having worked at the Nature Center since the 1980s, | in our own backyard. The tool that is iNaturalist is greatly
remember discussions, long ago, with the former super- aiding in discoveries. A big thanks to those who use it to
visor Pat Sullivan, that a researcher (David Weissman, Cal further scientific discoveries.
Academy of Sciences) thought that a J-Cricket (slang term)
collected in the park was different and warranted a new “Weissman, D.B., Weissman, DW.,, Vandergast, A.G., Ueshima, N.,

name. This huge study was decades in the making. Warchatowska-Sliwa, E. & Sor)g, H. (2026) Massive radiation |n.
. . Ammopelmatus Jerusalem crickets (Orthoptera: Stenopelmatoidea:
Apparently, we have another Jerusalem Cricket in the

. ’ Stenopelmatinae): Phylogenomics, revision, and biology of 105 new
canyon, the Mahogany species, A. mahogani. As the name species from the United States and Mexico. Zootaxa, 5776 (1), 1-775.

suggests, this one is an even darker, burnt-orange color. https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5776.1.1

County Recognizes ECNCA ‘Volun-
teers of the Year’ for Eaton Canyon

by RICHARD SMART, REGIONAL PARK SUPERINTENDENT

On Saturday April 11, Karen Mateer, Pam Edwards, Ramie Case, and | repre-
sented the Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates at a Department of Parks
& Recreation volunteer event at San Fernando Regional Pool. Several parks
recognized their 2025 volunteer of the year; Eaton Canyon recognized all of
our volunteers by naming ECNCA our “Volunteers of the Year.” Below are my
remarks from the event:

Good morning! My name is Richard Smart, and | am the Regional Park
Superintendent for Eaton Canyon Natural Area. And | am proud to recognize
that our volunteers of the year are all 200+ Eaton Canyon volunteers.

All of our volunteers are part of the Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associ-
ates (ECNCA). ECNCA is a recognized non-profit that has supported Eaton
Canyon since the 1970s.

Accepting on behalf of all 200+ volunteers is Ramie Case, Pam Edwards,
Karen Mateer. Please come up while | read these remarks.

In 2025 ECNCA recorded over 2,200 volunteer hours as an organization.
This is despite the Eaton Fire burning the entire park, the loss of the nature
center facility, and many of the volunteers’ personal losses of their homes as
well as the displacement of many volunteers for several weeks, if not months.

The volunteers rapidly replaced lost educational and demonstration
materials that allowed their participation in numerous educational outreach
events at local parks, schools and community gatherings. Further, ECNCA
raised over $40,000 in fire recovery funds through donations and sale of
fundraising tee shirts and other branded items.

Throughout 2025; ECNCA representatives actively participated in plan-
ning and strategic meetings for the rebuilding of the nature center and
restoration of the park lands. Additionally, ECNCA volunteers have provided
expertise and many hours of manual labor removing invasive plants, as well
as‘purchasing several thousand dollars of tools and equipment as part of the
landscape recovery efforts.

These amazing volunteer efforts, during a very stressful time, are why we
are recognizing all of our volunteers.
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Congratulations docent training

grads, class of 2026!

Photo: Mary Veselich
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Weekday class, front: Ruth Catchen, Ana Friedenberg, Aurora Badiu (will graduate
next year), Jennifer Louie; back: Diane Lang, William Hallstrom, Andrew Salas (staff),
Thomas Walton, Pamela Wegner, Elizabeth Mullen, Vanessa Dickens, Charlene Green,
Richard Smart. Missing: Merrilee Fellows, Vivien Fortunaso, Kristen Dominques (staff).

Weekend class: Dan Kale, Ireri Rivas, Jared Burton, Diane Lang, Don Matsumoto,
Elizabeth Parededs, Helin Jung, Rose Cortez, Tomas Martin-Mur.

Call for
Submissions!

Paw Prints welcomes (and
encourages!) text and visual
content submissions from
the ECNCA community at
large. We’re a small edito-
rial team here at PP and we
want to hear from you! Juicy
nature gossip to share? What
fascinating research about
native plants and animals
has been keeping you busy?
How are you staying con-
nected to our natural neigh-
borhood while Eaton Canyon
remains closed?

Please send submissions to
Amanda Getty at ajgetty@
gmail.com. Questions? Please
reach out! Help us keep your
monthly newsletter filled
with great local nature con-
tent in the months to come.
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A western fence lizard spotted
recently in the canyon during a
habitat restoration work day. Have
you seen anything interesting
you’d like to share with the Paw
Prints team? Reach out to us with
your stories and photos.
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LA Climate Week 2026 kicks off its

week of activities at Eaton Canyon

On the morning of April 8, Eaton Canyon was host to the first event of LA Cli-
mate Week 2026. This was the first of 300 events planned for the week. More
than 100 volunteers were in attendance to help pull invasive shortpod mustard.
[t was an opportunity for the community to connect with each other and to
support the canyon’s recovery.

In attendance were Josh Fryday, who leads the newly created Governor's Office of Service and
Community Engagement; Dan Thorman, co-founder of LA Climate Week; Norma Edith Garcia-
Gonzalez, Director of the County of LA Department of Parks and Recreation; Stephen Davalos,
VP of External Affairs for L.A. Works; and current California Service Corps members.
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ECNCA Executive Board Members
President: Diane Marcussen
Vice-President: Karen Mateer
Recording Secretary: Sarah Richart
Corresponding Secretary: Mary Veselich
Treasurer: Terry Ginsberg

ECNCA Appointed Board Members
Ramie Case

Rose Haig

Susan Hopkins

Brenda Hurst

Judy Jenkins

David Kristoff

Diane Lang

Nature Center Director: Richard Smart
NCA President: Laura Nicholson

Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates
(ECNCA) is a chapter of the Nature Center
Associates (NCA), a non-profit support group
of the natural area park system of Los Angeles
County. Founded for educational and scientific
purposes, its primary mission is to develop

in children and adults an appreciation of the
natural world and to preserve Eaton Canyon
as a natural area for future generations.

The Eaton Canyon Nature Center and
Natural Area Park are located within the unin-
corporated area of Los Angeles County in the
Supervisorial district of Kathryn Barger. The
Natural Area and Nature Center are operated
by the County of Los Angeles, Department of
Parks and Recreation, in partnership with the
Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates.

Become A Member of the ECNCA (Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates)

To join the Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates, visit www.ecnca.org/become-a-member, or fill out the form below
and mail with your check, payable to the ECNCA, 1355 N. Mentor Avenue, Box 40167, Pasadena, CA 91104-9998.

Name: Email:
Address:
City: State: Zip: Phone:

Please check appropriate box and mark return envelope “Membership”

[J Individual $30 []Family $45 []Senior $15 []Senior Family $30 []Student $15
[] Friend of the Canyon $75 []Sage Saver $100 []Chaparral Contributor $25 []Riparian Guardian $500
[]Oak Woodlands Protector $750 []Wildlands Angel $1000 [ JNEW [JRENEWAL

Enclosed is my MEMBERSHIP in the amount of $ Enclosed is my additional DONATION of $
All contributions are tax deductible.
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